
OBITUARY 

continuously active  life to within two years of his death,  when  ill-health  forced 
his progressive  retirement  from  many  long-standing  interests  and directonhips: 

Sir  John’s  widow  has  herself  since died: he  leaves  a son and  three  daughters. 
J.W.R. 
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O B I T U A R Y  

pre-cast  concrete underbridge  to be  built on  the  Southern Railway was 
designed and  constructed by Mr  Shortt.  He also  enlarged  a  small quarry  at 
Meldon, near  Okehampton,  for  the blasting and crushing of stone  for  track 
ballast, which eventually  became one of the biggest quarries in the  country. 
He retired in 1946, after 44 years’ service on  the Railway. 

Shortt won his spurs in  railway  research, but his activities extended to  other 
fields. He designed various  modifications to Bentley cars  and in 1908, when 
he designed the  Shortt Speed Recorder, became  interested in precision horo- 
logy. Collaboration with Mr F. Hope-Jones of the  Synchronome  Company 
culminated in 1921 in the  installation by Mr  Shortt of the first Shortt  Free 
Pendulum Clock at  Edinburgh  Observatory.  With accuracy of the  order of 
a  second a year,  this  clock was remarkable  for its simplicity. As in the case 
of many great  inventions, one wonders why it was not  thought of before. Its 
performance set off a world-wide demand,  to meet which 99 of these  clocks 
were made in  a simplified version to  the  same  standard  and used at Greenwich 
Observatory, the  National Physical Laboratory,  and similar  observatories and 
laboratories  throughout  the world. Shortt  traced  the development of his 
Free  Pendulum Clock  in  a paper presented to  the British  Horological Institute 
in  May 1928,* and was awarded  the Institute’s Gold Medal  in 1931. In 1954 
he received the first Tompion  Medal?  from  the Worshipful Company of Clock- 
makers (of which he was Master  in 1950). For his contribution  to  the science 
of horology he  also held the  John Wetherell Silver Medal of the  Franklin 
Institute. 

Standard  for  some twenty years, his free  pendulum  clocks are now replaced 
by atomic clocks. 

William Hamilton  Shortt was a Fellow of the  Permanent Way Institution 
and of the British  Horological Institute. 

Both as  engineer and friend, he  ranked high among his contemporaries. By 
nature gentle and retiring, he was fearless in technical  discussion, and his sound 
and sometimes unconventional  reasoning was not always welcomed by his 
superiors. 

Elected to  corporate membership  in 1907, he was transferred  to  the senior 
grade in 1924. 

He was predeceased by his wife, and is survived by three daughters. 

* See the May and June 1929 issues of the Horological Journal. 
7 Awarded for the most outstanding achievements in the field of horology. 
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